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Wengers plan Eskimo anthropological database

Hubert and Beatrice Wegner will fund the University of Alaska Fairbanks Elmer E. Rasmuson Library to assist in
building a database containing text and illustrations on and by the circumpolar Eskimo peoples. A culmination of
many years of work, plans call for the project to be available to selected sites by 1993.

by Marvin W. Falk

For 20 years, Hubert Wenger has
maintained an interest in the historical and
ethnographic literature concerning Inuit
populations. Owver the years, Hubert and
Beatrice Wenger have visited rescarch
libraries in Europe and Nerth America in
pursuit of their interests and have amassed
an exiensive personal library of books and
photocopies. A large file of bibliographic
citations was accumulated, Hubert devel-
oped a card sysiem to provide subject ac-
cess (o the literature and began to photo-
graphically reproduce illustrations so that
images from many sources could he
pulled together for comparative study.

During the 1970"s, Hubert became in-
creasingly convinced that further develop-
ment lay in the application of computer
technology. Throughout the 1980°s he
experimentad with several systems and
searched 1o find a pariner to help build his
sysiem so that it could be shared.

After a number of resgarch visits o
Fairbanks, the Wengers decided to fund
UAF’s Elmer E. Rasmuson Library 1o
assist in building the database. Following
informal cooperative efforts and a year's
trial program, a formal agreemenl was
reached in 1989 for a ten year program o
complete the database.

Eskimo populations extend from
(Greenland through Canada and Alaska to
the north-eastern tip of the Soviet Far East
in Asia. Much of the history and anthro-
pology of this region is contained in the

printed liwerature. Especially valuable are
accounts and observations of the first
conlacts between Inuit people and
Europeans. These accounts were pub-
lished vears ago and are often difficult or
impossible to obtain in the original, The
Wenger Database will enable researchers
and students to access this extensive
literature without traveling to 8 major
research library. In addition, the indexing
provided by the database will aid students
in searching through this sizeable body of
text and illustrations,

The database contains the full text and
illustration of significant literature on and
by the Eskimo peoples in Greenland,
Canada, Alaska and Chuckotia. Empha-
sizing first contact literamre, it will be
possible o compare observations through
time, geographic locality and group.

Optical character recognition scanning
15 done with Omnipage OCR software
used with Hewletl Packard Scangel
scanners. The text is then edited for com-
pleteness and accuracy ulilizing a word
processor (Microsoft Word) and indexing
terms are embedded in the text. An in-
dexing vocabulary initially compiled by
Hubert Wenger is used o assign erms o
gach block of text and for each scanned
illusrration. Images are scanned sepa-
rately with the Scanjets utilizing a grey-
scale paint program (Publishers Paint-
brush) which 15 oplimal for the reproduc-
tion of black and white images on a VGA
computer screen. Text and images are

then converied 1o a format utilived by the
database (Search Express).
The database will initially be distrib-
uied on magnetic media (o several
selected t2st sites In preparation for the
production of a CD-ROM disk lor wider
distribution. Priority will be given to sev-
eral sites in Europe (Geneva and Parig),
the University of Alaska Fairbanks, and
the participation of one or more rural sites
will be explorad.
The CD-ROM database will be
distributed in successive, up-dated
versions as the project continues through
s 10-year cycle. One primary objective
of the project is the wide-spread distribu-
uon of the database in locations accessible
to the circumpolar Eskimo population.
Wenger project committee members
are Dr, Emest S. *“Tiger” Burch, Dr,
Marvin Falk, Dr. Joelle Robert-Lamblin,
Mr. Paul McCarthy, Ms, Edna Ahgeak
McLean, Dr, William Schneider, Mrs.
Beatrice Wenger, and Mr, Hubert P,
Wenger. Project staff at the Elmer E.
Rasmusson Library include Falk, Ron
Inouye, Jeff Pederson, and Nellie Moore,
(See page two for a related article on the
Wegners. Ed.)
For further informaton and a copy of
| the complete project development plan,
| please contact Marvin. W. Falk, Project
Coordinator, Alaska and Polar Regions
Department, Elmer E. Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska, Fairbanks, Fair-

| banks, AK 99775 (tel. 907-479-3587)
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Beairice and
Hubert
Wenger are
campiling
the firs

databaze of
the world s
Eakimoy.

Wenger Project a labor of love for
two European Eskimo fans

Mearly a half centory ago, Hubernt
Wenger spent endless hours in his
grandmother’s library, reading about the
discoveries of the north and south poles,
and of the people who carned forth in the
polar extremes of the planet. The stories
were not only educational, bul an ¢scape
from the war that was being waged
throughoul Europe,

“It sounds silly, but when I was 11 or

2 we could not 2o out for the holidays
because of the war,” says Wenger, “1
started to read Jack London books, and
became very interested in the people who
lived i this part of the world.”

Today, Hubert, a retired French
mercantilist, is once again buried in a pile
of books, He and his wife Beatrice arg
working their way through the Alaska and
Polar Regions collection at the Rasmuson
Library, The two are committed to
compiling the first comprehensive
database on the world’s Eskimos,

Hubert and Beatrice expect that the
“Wenger Project,” which they are
funding, will take at least 10 years Lo
complete. The idea has been brewing
nearly twice that long, since before there
were personal compuiers to put the
database on.

“1 was in Switzerland in 1973,

copying a book on the Thule (Greenland)
expedition,” recalls Hubert. A man was
waiting behind me and T told him that if
he only had a few pages, he could go
ahead. He saw [ was copying on some-
thing about Eskimos, and he told me that
would be very useful in a computer,
There weren't many computers then, but
that put the idea in my head.”

The Wengers live in Geneva, Swilver-
land, but each vear they spend several
months at the Rasumuson Library,
converting words and illustrations into

computer ext and graphics. “"We come
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comprehensive |

Lwice 3 year, usually when it's cold,” says
Hubert. “Too cold is better than too wet
and (oo many mosguitoes.”

Even when the Wengers are not in
Fairbanks physically, they're often here
electronically. “My hushand has comput-
ers at home,” says Beatrice, “and he keeps
in almost daily touch with the university
through computer hisok-up. There's
electronic mail, and now there's the fax,
They're very useful when vou want
information right away.™

Marvin Falk, Rasmuson's rare books
curator, figures that the complete database

[ will include the equivalent of at least

200,000 pages of text. To date, about
10,000 pages have heen converted, but as

| soltware is tested and procedures are

refined, the process is speeding up.

“Eventually, we'd like to see side-by-
side ranslations of the text in the Native
languages,” says Falk. “Once it's
completed, it will be a ool for compara-
tive analysis—for example, comparing
Alaskan and Greenlandic Eskimos.”

The Wengers are working with the

' library’s faculty, stafl and students to

convert to the database Rasmuson’s 10
to 150 titles that include “first contact”
observations of Eskimos,

“Books are becoming more and morg
rare,” says Hubert. “They do not have a
lomg life, and when people manipulate
books, sometimes they are completely
destroyed.”

The Wengers cheerfully concade they
arge not professional anthropologists or
librarians. They credit the Rasmuson

Continued on page 3
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Wenger Project
Continued from page 2

Library and Falk for making their effort
possible. That doesn’t stop them, though,
from creatung a database that will be used
by researchers for generations 1o come.

“In some ways 1 think it’s easier,
because theras not a fixed structure,”
says Beatrice, “It's been very time
consuming and mteresting, but we can
work as we please, because our fingers
are not bound.”

“My background is purely that of a
hobby,” adds Hubert. “I have the
privilege to be independent. 1 ook my
liherty o pursue this project.”
fleprinted with permission from Cornerstans,
Jaculty and siaff newsletier produced by the
UAF University Relations Office, University of
Alaska Fairbanks, Fairbanks, Alaska,
Degember 11, 1989 isxue.

Calendar

Oclober 8-10, 1990, {990 Arciic Sci-
ence Conference. Sheraton Anchorage
Hotel, Anchorage, Alaska. Formore in-
formation, contact: Amn Howell, UAA/S
CCCE Conferences & Institutes, Bldg,
K, Room 122,3211 Providence Dr., An-
chorage, Alaska 99508; phone (907)
T86-1858; FAX (207) 786-1563.

October 12-14, 1990, Canadien fn-
diarn!Native Studies Association Annial
Conference— Carleton University, Ot-
tawa. Enquiries: Organizing Commit-
tee, Institute of Canadian Siwdies, Car-
leton University, Ottawa, Onatrio K15
5B6; phone (613) 788-2366.

October 26-27, 1990. Human FPer-
formance in Polar Environments—
Radisson University Hotel, Minneapo-
lis, Minnesota. Sponsored by the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Departments of
Psychology, Continuing Education and
Extension, and the University of Min-
nesota Duluth, Department of Behavi-
oural Sciences. Further information:
Dr. Gloria R. Leon or Dr. Richard G.
Hoffman, Symposium Chairpersons,
University of Minnesota, Department
of Psychology, N438C Elliott Hall, Min-

uue:apﬂlis. Minnesota 55455, ULS.AL L

PolarPAC

by Sharon Wese

Since 1971, libraries that either reside
in the Morth, or have collections relating
to the North have been meeting regularly
to discuss common 155ues and concerns
relating to their special mission, From the
beginning, thig group, the Northern
Libraries Colloguy (now the Polar
Libraries Colloquy), has aspired 1o a com-
mon catalog of books and gray lilerature

| that relate to the north. This aspiration

has finally been realized through the
development, production, and distribution
of a CD-ROM catalog—PolarPAC.

At the 12th Polar Libranes Colloquy
held in Boulder, Colorado, in 1988 a
statement of action relating to the devel-
opment of an international polar informa-
tion network was approved by the partici-
pants. One of the goals of the action
statement was Lo *,..seek more effective
means for the distribution of polar
information through... a CD-ROM
product through one vendor through
which sgveral polar data bases could
reside and be made available,”

The 1.5, National Science Foundation

| funded for two years such a proposal sub-

mitted jointly by the Rasmuson Library,
University of Alaska Fairbanks, (LTAF)

| and the Institute of Arctic and Alpine Re-

search, University of Colorado Boulder
{INSTAAR). Paul McCarthy, UAF, and
Martha Andrews, INSTAAR are the
principal investigators and Sharon West,
UJAF is co-mvestgator,

To build the PolarPAC data base,
LJAF used bibliographic records already
present on the WLN system from Alaskan
libraries, tape loaded monographic
records for 4 ULS. libraries, and input
serial bibliographic data for 23 non-U.S.
libraries. Serial records from approsi-
maiely 25 more non-U.5. libraries will be
input by the end of 1991.

Amonyg the Alaskan libraries partici-
pating in the initial edition of PolarPAC
were the University of Alaska Fairbanks,
the University of Alaska Anchorage, the
Alaska Historical Library, and the Alaska
Resources Library. Dartmouth’s
Stefansson collection contributed its rec-
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ords [rom the RLIN data base and serial
records [rom Canada, Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, Finland, Teeland, Tialy, New
Zealand, Greenland, the United Kingdom,
and Australia wers included.

On April 22, 1990, the initial tape pull
of records from WLN for the mastering of
PolarPAC was compleied. The PolarPAC
database on CD-ROM contains 85,293
bibliographic records with 156,599 call

| numbers from thirty-four libraries. Of the

85,293 records, 44,279 records were
unique 10 one hibrary. This was quite a
surprising finding since we had antici-
pated a greater degree of duplicaton
between libraries.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks,
Rasmuson Library had the greatest
number of unique items with 19,045
records unique to its library, This
constituted 43% of the wial unigue items
that were found, As more records are
added to the PolarPAC database it will be

| interesting to see if this degree of unique-
[ ness remains or if greater duplication
DCCUrs,

PolarPAC was demonstrated at the
13th Polar Libraries Colloguy in Rovani-
emi, Finland, and contains the database on
one CD-ROM disc, retrieval software
diskette, and user’s manual.

The Rasmuson Library is now in the
process of developing an evaluation in-
strument for polar libraries to use in their

review 0f the PolarPAC database.
Evaluation is an important element of
the Mational Science Foundation grant
The grant i for research into the nature
and location of polar information—
evaluation on the part of polar libraries
will determing if PolarPAC is sulficiently
useful to them to fund the continuance of
PolatPAC. One supgestion has been that
each polar library wishing to participate in
PolarPAC would fund the input of its own
holdings into the data base and then pay a

nominal tee for new editions of PolarPAC.,
Adfter the evaluation phase and final hold-
ings input arz complete in fall, 1990 it is
hoped that another edition of PuIaIPAL
will be possible.

Libraries wishing more information
about PolarPAC should contact Sharon
West, Elmer E. Rasmuson Library,
| University of Alaska Fairbanks, Fairbanks
I AK 99775, US.A.
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Polar life, libraries focus of 13th
Polar Libraries Colloquy in Finland

by Nancy Lesh

The 13th Polar Libraries Colloguy,
held June 10-14, 1990 in Rovaniemi,
Finland, was an oulstanding success!

Colloguy opened with a festive
reception Sunday night at the Rovaniemi
Public Library. Business began Monday
morning with opening remarks by the
Finnish Secretary General of the Ministry
of Education, Jaakko Numminen, and the
direcior of the Arciic Centre, University
of Lapland, Veijo Imavirta, Meckhngs
were held in the City Hall — a beautiful
new structure with wood furnishings and
excellent conference facilines.

Paper presentauons throughout the
four days were interspersed with side trips
— an excursion to the gallery of artist
Reidar Sarestoniemi; an all-day tour north
to a nature park with a visil to a gold pros-
pectors” museum, and a barbecue on the
banks of a river, complete with live
music, dancing, and a magnificent
MNaorthern night, An all-day trip south 10
Oulu included visiis to the University of

Oulu Library and the Oulu Public Library. |

Hospitality offered by the Oulu librarians
wias most gracious, including tea and

sweels at each library and a lunch hosied
by the City. Other special events at
Colloguy included a reception for the
opening of the photographic exhibition
“West Siberian Reindeer Herders"and, of
course, a visit to Santa’s village at the
Arctic Circle.

Excellent papers were presented —
both about life near the poles and polar
library collections and activitics. High-
lights of the meeting included introduc-
tions of PolarPAC and of a database of
historical and ethnographic literature
concerning Inuil populations collected by
Hubert and Beatrice Wenger. The
procecdings will be published by the
Arctic Centre this fall.

As always, the greeting of old and
new friends and the spirit of collegiality
and sharing of our common interests was
a high point of the meeting. The atien-
dance of Soviel represenlalives was very
welcome also, as they added a great deal
to discussions of polar issues.

Thanks and congratulations from all
the participants to our hosis for a fing
meeting and wonderful hospitality.

Colloquy participants travel to Murmansk, USSR

by Nancy Lesh

After Colloguy, 29 participants took a
four day bus rip 1o Murmansk, located
on the Kola Peninsula, USSR, We were
accompanicd by four Soviets from the
Peninsula who had attended Colloquy and
who had chosen to travel home with us,

Look Murmansk up on the map! It'sa
long way North! The road is a good dirt
road; the scenery was beautilul, especially
in the high areas where the ground
beneath the trees was covered with
stretches of reindesr moss — appeanng 1o
be the sofiest of carpets for the forest.

Murmanszk 15 an ice-free port on the
Barents Sea, a city of about 500,000
people. Situated in the middle of the
Arctic landscape, it seemed a remarkable
accomplishment.

For our time in Murmansk we were

accompanied by an Intourist guide and
interpreter. 'We made visits to the public
library (for adults), the children’s library
ifilled with brilliant murals and curtains),
the Kola Peninsula Science Centre Geo-
physical Institute and the Science Center
Marine Science Institute Libraries, At
each place we were deeply impressed by
the welcoming spirit of the Soviets and
their enthusiasm for exchanges of people,
information, and materials,

Between libraries, we took a boat ride,
attended a Russian Orthodox Church
service, shopped, enjoyed two banguets,
and visited two cultural museums. Two
days in Murmansk passed guickly and we
were back on the bus for the trip 1o Rova-
niemi, with a new understanding of the
Soviet North and rich memories of all our
hosts who had shared so much with us.

13th Colloquy
Business Meeting

REPORTS:

Polar Libraries Bulletin:

Nancy Lesh, (Univ, of Alaska Anchor-
age), reported that she and Kay Shelton of
the Alaska State Library (Historical
Library) are co-editors. The Bulletin is
being produced by the Alaska State

| Library. The schedule for publication is

Lwo 155085 3 year; materials for inclusion
are due 1o Lesh by Dec. 30 and June 30,
Please contrilnite news from your
institution! The success of the Bulletin
depends upon contributions from every-
one!

Newsletters:

Jerry Brown, of the TLS. National
Science Foundation, spoke of the increas-
ing number of newsletters and journals
being published which should be of
interest 1w Colloguy parucipants, includ-
ing such titles as fce, Northern Sciences
Metwork Newsletier, Frozen Ground,
Narthern Notes, cte. Brown suggested
that the Polar Libraries Bulletin list new
titles as they are published,

Directory Update:

The Colloguy directory of libraries in
the Polar Regions and libraries having
polar collectons which are located clse-
where is out-of-date. Databases of
relevant addresses are at Rasmuson
Library and the Boreal Institute Library,

| Staff there will coordinate plans for the

update.

Proceedings for PLC 13:

The proceedings, tentatively sched-
uled out in October, 1990, will be the first
publication of the Arcuc Centre, Univer-
sity of Lapland, hosts of the 13th Collo-
quy.

Boreal Institute for Northern Studies,
Canada —Reorganization:

Mita Cooke (formerly librarian at the
Boreal Institute Library and now retired)
spoke of the reorganizaton of the
Institute, which celebrated its 25th
anniversary just a few years ago. Asof
July 1, 1990 it is renamed the Canadian
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Circumpolar Instituie. The library will he
maoved into the main university library
and administered by university library
personnel, but it will remain iniact as a
unigque collection, and continue to publish
the Northern Titles index.

PolarPAC:

Paul McCarthy (Rasmuson Library)
spoke regarding evaluation of the firsy
edition of the PolarPAC CD-Rom
database, and future expanded participa-
tion, costs, ete.

Colloguy Organization:

Discussion on this question, which be-
gan at the 12th Colloguy in Boulder,
resulted in passage of a resolution that
“the 13th Polar Libraries Colloguy
accepts the idea of more organizational
structure.” A committee will consider
motions, by-laws, etc. and report o the
l4th Colloguy in 1992,

Members of the committee are C.
Eugene West, (Rasmuson Library), Phil
Cronenwett {Baker Library, Dartmouth),
Hans Moller (McGill Univ, Library), Wil-
liam Mills {Scott Polar Library), Kirsten
Caning (Danish Polar Centar), Ann-
Christing Haopt (Lulea Univ, Library),
and Liiza Kurppa (Arctic Centre, Univ, of
Lapland). Committee members welcome
your comments and suggestions on Lhig
subject.

The Colloquy also recognized the for-
mation of a program committee to assist
the local host of fulure meetings, Lynn
Lay will work with some Colloguy par-
ticipanis on seiting this up.

RESOLUTIONS:

A resolution sponsored by Ron K.
Inouye (Rasmuson Library) was passed
by the Colloguy to invile editors of the
social science, natural science and engi-
neering palar journals 1o the 14th Polar
Libraries Colloguy.

Antarcric Bibliography

Colloguy participants approved a
resolution from I W, H. Wallon, British
Antarctic Survey, that continuation of the
Antarctic Bibliography be assumed by a
group of principal Antarctic libraries,
(The U.S. through an NSF grant to
Library of Congress has been producing
iL)

Polar Libraries Colloguy Archives
The archives at Rasmuson Library,

Univ. of Alaska Fairbanks, is the desig-

nated archives for Colloguy materials,

14th Polar Libaries Colloguy:

The next colloguy in 1992 will be held
in Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A. at the Byrd
Polar Research Center, Ohio State
University.
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PRESENTATIONS:

An oil painting of the Kola Peninsula
and a medal for knowledge was presented

| by a representative of the Kola Science

Center to the Arcnc Centre,

The Arctic Centre also receaved a copy
of PolarPAC from Rasmuson Library, A
number of pifts of appreciation went to
members of the Colloquy's organizing
COrmmittes.

A Proposal for International Resource Sharing
in Support of the Antarctic Bibliography

by DLW H. Walton

The present ANTARCTIC BIBLIOGRA-
PHY covers all Antarctic literature published
simee 1951, It is an indispensable tool for all
Antarctic researchers and for mumy others
outside the Antarciic community. Supported
froum its inception through an NSF grant o
Library of Congress, this community Tacility
enshrines the Antarctic Treaty principle of
freedom of exchange and availability of
miormation,

The increase in Consultative Parties o 25,
with the prospect of several further additions
m the next five years, has three important
bibliographic consequences: a) an increéase in
the number of publications; 1) an increase in
the range of languages invelved; c)an
inerease in the diffusivity of the literature.
Thus more papers must be abstracted and
indexed, more translation will be necessary for
absiracts and much more time will have to be
devoted to searching to maintan a comprehen-
sive coverape. Costs must rise il the BIBLI-
OGRAPHY is o meet all these challenges.

It is unreasonable to expect the US to
continue 1 meel the continuing risging cost of a
commumly service, yel 3 way must be [ound
1o safcguard the BIBLIOGRAPHY. Agree-
ment between a group of principal Antaretic
libraries to provide support for the continuing
IS effort could be the most effective way to
cope with these changes. Resource sharing by
dividing the responsibilities between librarics
will have several benefits: 1) a reduction in
the present considerable overlap belween
libraries in cataloging mainstream periodicals;
2) better coverage of national periodicals,
especially those n languages other than
English; 3) the possibility of more rapid imput
(o the international dalabase, a carefully
defined responsibility for abstracting, indexing

and translation of abstracts (whers neces-
sary) could be allotied to each library and the
results fed electromeally into the central da-
tabase,

The principal objective of the coopera-
tion must be o maintain the qualicy of the
present product and to ensure this method of
guality control must be built into the system.
Wregional descriptors are used to define
specific library responsibilities, a common
inpul formal is accepted, a thesaurus is
formulated and data transfer routes are
proved, the collaboration could begin within
two years. Initial discussions helween
Library of Congress and Scout Polar Re-
search [nstitule have already 1aken place and
consideration of a thesaurus has bepun. Data
transfer routes have been tested,

Tao ensure the continuity and comprehen-
siveness of the BIBLIOGRATHY the re-
sponsibilities of each polar library must be
wrilten mto appropriate National Besearch
Programmes. Resource sharing in this
mianner should ensure that direct costs are
spread across the Antarenc commurily so
that no one country will be required 1o con-
tribute significant resources (aside from the
present contribution of the US) vet all
counirics will benefit.

If agreement in principle can be redched
at this meeting a technical mesting of
librarians will be necessary to finalize
practical details. Itis suggested that this
sheuld be held in Washinglon or Cambridge.
An ad-hoc steering commitles will organizc
the meeting and coordinate intemnational
activities. Al present it 18 enviswoned that the
initial group will comprise the USA, UK,
FRG and Australia. Collaboration will also
be sought from polar ibraries in Japan,
China, South America and Scandimavia,
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Publications

Siberica, a journal of North Pacific
Studies has just been published by the
North Pacific Studies Center, Oregon
Historical Society. This journal is a
continuation of the former Sibirica,
published in the United Kingdom by the
British Universities Siberian Studies
Seminar, Itisthe only journal outside the
Soviet Union devoted to Siberia and the
Soviet Far East, according to a letier from
the publishers.

Siberica will be expanded to includs
lands bordering Siberia or having histon-
cal, cconomic, ethnic or caltural links
with it,

Valume 1, Number 1 is dated
Summer 1990, It will be published twice
yearly. Subscriptions are S30.00 (LS.}
for institutions, $20.00 (U.5.) for indi-
viduals, Write to Siberica, North Pacific
Studics Center, Portland, Oregon 972035,
LSA.

Northern Notes is a new occasional
publication of the John Sloan Dickey En-
dowment for International Understanding
at Dartmouth College. The Endowment
ingludes two institutes devoted to the con-
sideration of northern gquestions — the
Institute on Canada and the United States
(founded 1986) and the Institute of Arctic
Studies {founded 1989},

NORTHEEN NOTES might be
viewed as a successor o POLAR NOTES,
an occasional publication of the
Stefansson Collection at Dartmouth’s
Baker Library and published between
1959 and 1975. NORTHERN NOTES
will include papers written by scholars as-
sociated with Dartmouth, The publication
will be published once or twice a year and
is available 1o interested scholars and
institutions at no cost. Issue No. 115
dated November, 1982,

To get on the mailing list, send your
name and address to:

Editor, NORTHERN NOTES,
Dartmouth College, 324 Murdough
Center, Hanover, New Hampshire 03733

Nordic Databases 1990, is the new
title for a new edition of the directory of
online databases in the nordic countries;

the “MNordisk dalabasguide™ was published
at the end of April.

The directory has information on 433
databases which are publicly available al
host organizations in the Nordic countries

| eg. Denmark, Finland, Norway and

Sweden. The database descriptions,
keywords and indexes are mainly in
English. The database descriptions
contamn information aboul contents,
database size, updating, peographical
coverage, language etc. The producer and
host organization indexes include ad-
dresses and other contact information.
The directory 15 distnbuoted by SCAN-
MNET. The price is 220 FIM + 50 FIM for
airmail delivery, in all 270 FIM_
SCANNET is also publishing a
biannual newsletter, SCANNET TO-

DAY, which is free of charge.

Contact; SCANNET, ¢/o Helsinki
Limiversity of Technology Library,
Otnasvagen 9, SF-02150 ESBO, Finland.
Tel. 358-465-514, Telefax 358-451-4132,

| Frozen Ground, the News Bulletin
of the International Permafrost Asso-
ciation (IPA) will be published semi-
annually starting in 1990, The IPA isa
non-governmenial association of national
organizations representing eightesn
countries. [PA convenes international
conferences of scientisis and engineers
every five years, Proceedings of the past
five conferences have been produced by
both the host and other participating
couniries,

Currenl five-year permalrost hibliog-
raphies have been published in Glaciol-
ogical Notes (Boulder, CO) for the last
two conferences (1983 in Fairbanks and
1988 in Trondheim).

A new international journal, Perma-
frosi and Periglacial Processes, pub-
lished by John Wiley will conlain many
papers related (o the Associations mul-
tidisciplenary interests and activities,

Lists of other related cold regions
journals, current meetings, and national

representatives are contained in the

| November 1989 issuc of Frozen Ground.
| Working groups on data, terminology,

mountain permalrost, periglacial environ-
ments, foundations and global change are
addressing current scientific and engineer-

ing problems.

The governing Council of TPA met in
Cuebec City in June 1990 in conjunction
with the Fifth Canadian Permafrost
Conference. A new project 1o prepare a
circumarciic permafrost map was ap-
proved. The map, the first of its kind,
should be completed in time for the Sixth
International Conference on Permafrost

| to be held in Beijing, China, in July 1993,

The IPA constitution and by-laws have
just been published.

For further information on Frozen
Ground write to Jerry Brown, Chairman,
[PA Editorial Committee, 1801 N. 215t
Street, Arlington, Virginia, 22209, USA.

The Roald Amundsen Centre for

| Arctic Research Newsletter, an ocoa-

sional publication with at least two issues
a year, attempts to give surveys and infor-
mation about ongoing arctic researches,
comferences eic.

It will be sent without cost o anyone
interested. For inquires and information
please contact: The Roald Amundsen
Centre for Arctic Research, University of
Tromso, Breivika, IN-9001 Tromso,
NORWAY, Tel. +47-83-44872, Telefax
+47-83-80705.

Winter into Summer: Lapland

| Diary 1945-1946, by Naomi Jackson

Groves: Penumbra Press (order from
University of Toronto Press). This diary
of a Canadian woman who worked in
Finnish Lapland after World War 11
helping a team of American Cuakers
distribute food and clothing to children,
includes skeiches by the author and
descriptions of life in the arctic. 17%
pages: maps, photographs and 19 color
plates of the anthor’s oil sketches;
paperback, $19.95.

The National Board of Walers and
the Environment — Finland’s Water and

Environment Research Institute has a

series of publications published in English
which are used for publication exchange,
They also use their Hydrological Year-
book (published in Finnish and English)
for exchange. _

Polar libraries interested in publication
exchanpge should contact Marja-Liisa
Poikolainen, Information Specialist Li-

Continued on page 7
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brary, National Board of Waters and
Environment, PB 250, 00101 Helsinki 10,
Finland.

The MAB Northern Sciences
Metwork is publishing a Newsletter,
issued twice annually, in April and in
October. In addition 10 the paper copy, an
electronic form of the newsletter is now in
its experimenial phase,

Those with access to electronic mail
can subscribe to 1t by sending, to address
LISTSERV@ FINHUT.BITNET, a
message: AUBSCRIBE NSNNEWS e-
mail address, A subscription is termi-
nated with the command: UNSUR-
SCRIBE NSNNEWS.

The deadline for the material to be
published in the next issue is August 31,
1990, For further information on the
MAB Northern Sciences Network con-
tact: Secretariat, MAB Northem Sciences
Network, Arctic Center, University of
Lapland, P.O. Box 122, 5F-96101 Rova-
niemi, Finland. Telephone 358-60-
324276 or 358-6()-324273. Telefax 358-
60-324270. Telex 19205519

Mr. Stewart Hibben, formerly with the
Federal Research Division is the new
editor of both the Bibliography on Cold
Regions Science and Technology and the
Antarctic Bibliography. Dr. Gera
Thuronyi, former editor, retired after 23
years with the Bibliography project and
was honored with a retirement party at the
Library of Congress on June 7, 1990,

CREEL has also completed a Bibliog-
raphy of Arctic Wetlands which will be
available for searches in the future, The
bibliography contains more than 5500 ci-
tations to English literature only. It was
custom indexed using the cowardin
system for wetland type and the Fish and
Wildlife wetland value system for
functions and values. It also contains
some legislative citations as well as truly
scientific material,

For more information, contact Nancy
Liston, Librarian, Department of the
Army, Cold Regions Research and
Engineering Laboratory, Comps of Engi-
neers, Hanover, NH 03755-1290,
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Roger Lang Clearinghouse for
Circumpolar Education receives National
Science Foundation grant

In January, 1990 the Roger Lang
Clearinghousefor Circumpolar Education
received a multi-vear grant from the Na-
tional Science Foundation to support its
development. Created in 1987 by the
Education and Resources Group (ERG), a
non-profit LS. institution which works
with schools and community groups to
develop programs which link and share
their resources, the purpose of the
clearinghouse is to share information
among Morthem peoples worldwide on
excellent educational programs, especially
for young people (ages of 3 - 20) living in

CPIS design work
continues

The Circumpolar and Scientific
Affairs Directorate of the Canadian
Department of Indian Affairs and North-
em Development has recently funded the

| third in a series of four background

studies on the design of a Canadian Polar
Information System (CPIS).

The work will be undertaken by the
ASTIS project at the Arctic Institute of
North American and by the Boreal
Institute for Northern Studies Library (1o

| be renamed the Canadian Circompolar

Institute Library as of July 1990),
The study will consist of a survey of
current and potential users of polar

| information systems to determine what

information should be included in a CPIS
and what products and services such a
system should provide. The study is
expected to be completed in early 1991,
Contact Ross Goodwin at AINA for more
information.

The Circumpolar and Scientific
Affairs Directorate has also recently
funded a study by a group of Yukon
libraries to review polar information
holdings in the Yukon and suggest what
rofe the Yukon might play in a CPIS.
This study will be completed in October
1990. Contact Conrad Boyce at the Yukon
Science Institute for more information.

villages. The Clearinghouse will have a
circumpolar curriculum library, newslet-
ter, and exchanges among Canadian,
Greenlandic, Sami and Alaskan educators.

The international director of the Clear-
inghouse 15 Ann Vick, an Alaskan
educator with ¢xtensive rural experience.
The director for Alaska is Vera K.
Metcall of Nome, Alaska. A Siberian
Yupik from Savoonga, Metcall worked
for the last five years in the development
of a teacher training program at the North-
west Campus of the University of Alaska
Fairbanks, which is located in Nome.,

To receive the Clearinghouse newslet-
ter, write to: Roger Lang Clearinghouse
for Circumpolar Education, ERG, 256
Hanover Street, Boston, Mass, 02113,
Newsletter Vol. 1, No. 1 dated April,
1990 contains detailed background infor-
mation on the Clearinghouse and its
programs,

Institute looking for
Wegener Documents
The Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar

and Marine Research is collecting more
information about documents from the

| German geophysicist and Greenland ex-

plorer Alfred Wegener (1880-1930),
If any material about him exists in
other polar archives, please contact: Tutta
Vioss, Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar
and Marine Research, Columbusstrasse,
D-2850 Bremerhaven, West Germany,

Yukon Archives is moving

The Yukon Archives will be moving
to 15 new locauon in the Fall of 1990 and
will be closed to the public from Septem-
ber 10 to October 22, 1990, Please
contact staff at 403-667-5321 for more in-
formation about the closure, The new
Yukon Archives building is situated at the
Yukon Place with Yukon College as a
neaghor in Whitehorse, The mailing
address remains the same: Box 2703,
Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1A 2C6, Canada.
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Byrd Polar Research Center in Columbus, Ohio
to host 14th Polar Libaries Colloquy in 1992

by Lynn Lay

The Byrd Polar Research Center at
The Ohio State University will be the host
of the 14th Polar Libraries Colloquy in
1992.

The Byrd Center, formerly the
Institute of Polar Studies, was officially
established in 1960 as a multidisciplinary
center to promote research in polar and
alpine regions, Research has been
conducted in the Arctic and the Andes,
but the strongest tradition 1s in Antarctica,
where the Byrd Center has had ficld
projects every season since the Interna-
tional Geophysical Year (1957-1958).
Research at present 1s conducted in
Antarctica, the Andes, Greenland, Alaska,
China, and Siberia. Twenty-one academic
disciplines and sub-disciplines are

currently represented in the Byrd Center
membership.

During the 14th Polar Libraries Collo-

quy, the Byrd Center may schedule visits
to OCLC Online Computer Library
Center, Inc. and Chemical Absiracts
Service faciliies. OCLC is a large inter-
national library information network,
which has over 10000 members: over 20
million records in the database. They
have an online computer system which
members use for cataloging, interlibrary
loan, and collection development

OCLC also has many products and
services available to Iibrarics. Chemical
Society Specific journals which concern
chemical structures are indexed,
abstracted and entered into a database.
The resulting product is Chemical

| Abstracts, which is available in paper
| copy or online.
| While there was no formal establish-
ment of a Program Committee at the 13th
PLC, Lynn Lay, the librarian of the Byrd
Center has received some suggestions and
olfers from some PLC members for initial
input into the program for the 14th
| Colloquy. If anyone clse has suggestions
for the program, please let her know.
Contact her at: Goldthwait Polar Library,
Byrd Polar Research Center, Ohio State
University, 123 South Oval Mall, Colum-
bus, OH 43210-1308, telephone (614)
292-6715. Her OMNET mailbox is
BYRDPOLAR.
The Byrd Center will also make every
effort to invite editors of polar joumals to
attend the Colloguy.

Polar

lerarles

cﬂ'u Alaska State Library
P.0.Box G

Juneau, AK 99811-0571
United States of America

UAA Consortium Library
Catherine Innes-Taylor
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Anchorage, AK 199508




